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Conserving Land for People

The Trust for Public Land creates parks and 

protects land for people, ensuring healthy, 

livable communities for generations to come. 

Over 340 staff working in 30 offices in three regions

TPL Mission Statement
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• History & practice across country & in Washington

• Proven methodology

• Funding options – one by one

• Key questions for funding success

• Next steps & timeline

Conservation Funding Options – Overview



• Create new local public dollars for land 

conservation that can leverage state & federal 

funds

• Identify proven, pragmatic funding mechanisms 

• Determine fiscal levels that are supportable

• Focus funding uses on high priorities of voters

Defining “conservation finance”



Historical track record of Conservation Finance

• Since 1996, 474 of 586 measures have passed-

81% passage rate

• These measures have generated nearly $57B in 

new funding for parks, land conservation & 

restoration

• TPL/TCC involved in over 2/3rds of conservation 

funding approved since 1996



TPL/TCC Supported Ballot Measures 2002-2014

Year # of Measures Wins Passage 

Rate

Conservation Funds 

Approved

2002 58 46 79% $4.4 billion

2003 21 20 95% $.94 billion

2004 51 44 86% $2.4 billion

2005 46 41 89% $.81 billion

2006 49 41 84% $4.9 billion

2007 18 15 83% $.67 billion

2008 58 45 78% $7.2 billion

2009 11 6 55% $.41 billion

2010 21 16 76% $1.8 billion

2011 6 6 100% $.24 billion

2012 31 26 84% $.57 billion

2013 10 7 70% $.08 billion

2014 28 19 68% $12.9 billion

Total 398 332 83% $37.3 billion



• 34 measures

• Over $656 Million

• From Whatcom to Spokane Counties, Seattle to 
Gig Harbor  

www.LandVote.org

Local Washington Success 1988-2014



Feasibility Research

Public Opinion Survey

Program Recommendations

Ballot Language 

Campaign 

Reliable process for successful ballot measures



Wenatchee Asks for Technical Advice



TPL Delivers Feasibility Research 

• Overview

• Conservation options

• Property tax levy

• GO bond

• Special MPD

• Election analysis



Option 1 – Property tax levy lid lift 



Option 2 – GO bonds



• Separate legal entity, variable boundaries

• Property tax not to exceed $0.75 per $1,000 AV

• Junior taxing district

• Requires majority vote by electorate in new MPD

• Provides for management, maintenance and 

acquisition of parks & recreational facilities

Option 3 – Create Metropolitan Park District



• Jurisdiction

• Funding Mechanism

• Amount (and duration)

• Voter Support/Tax Tolerance

• Purposes/Uses of Funds

• Timing (choice of election date)

• Accountability elements

Key questions for funding success



• Determine support for increased funding

• Test voter priorities/benefits/specific places

• Sample ballot language

• Fiscal safeguards, accountability elements

• Find out best messengers & messages

• Understand other community priorities

Public opinion survey



We translate the public interest…



Key ingredients for conservation funding

Elected Leadership

Campaign Entity/On-the-Ground Presence

Need/Growth/Lands at Risk



Steady Growth in Wenatchee

• 33,000 residents

• 11th most densely populated

• Latino population increase (19>27%)



Wenatchee has the needs & the vision…

Department budget:

$500,000+

Maintenance budget:

$1.0 million

Future needs: 

$80 million for:

• Renovations 

• Pool improvements

• Trails development

• Land acquisition

• Other parks capital projects



• City Council/Mayor consider conservation needs, 

urgency & opportunity

• Determine desire to conduct polling

• Develop funding sources to cover polling cost

• Decide on timing of survey

Next Steps



Dee Frankfourth & Peter Hill 
Conservation Finance Program & Wenatchee Office

Dee.Frankfourth@tpl.org & Peter.Hill@tpl.org
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